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CIRCUIT 

BREAKER 


WHAT  IS  CIRCUIT  BREAKER? 


Circuit  Breaker  is  a  program  wliich  pays 
money  back  to  qualified  senior  and  disabled 
citizens  for  part  of  the  property  taxes  and 
other  taxes  they  have  paid.  The  state  law 
providing  these  rebates  is  called  “The  Senior 
Citizens  and  Disabled  Persons  Property  Tax 
Relief  Act”.  The  program  has  been  nicknamed 
“Circuit  Breaker”  because  it  helps  protect  the 
income  of  senior  and  disabled  persons  from  tax 
overload  in  the  same  way  a  household  circuit 
breaker  protects  wiring  from  an  overload  of 
electrical  current. 

WHAT  IS  AVAILABLE  UNDER  THIS 
PROGRAM? 

Two  grants  are  provided  under  this  program. 
One  is  a  rebate  for  property  taxes.  The  maxi¬ 
mum  grant  you  can  receive  for  property  taxes 
paid  in  1983  is  $700  minus  five  percent  of 
your  household  income. 

The  second  grant,  called  the  “additional 
grant,”  is  a  flat  $80  for  all  qualified  applicants. 

You  may  qualify  for  one  or  both  of  these 
grants. 

AM  I  ELIGIBLE? 

To  qualify,  you  must  be  65  years  of  age  or 
older  by  January  1,  1984,  be  a  resident  of 
Illinois  at  the  time  the  claim  is  filed,  and  have  a 
1983  household  income  of  less  than  $12,000 
OR  you  must  be  totally  disabled  according  to 
the  medical  criteria  of  the  Social  Security 
Administration  and  be  at  least  16  years  of  age. 
If  you  have  questions  concerning  your  eligi¬ 
bility,  contact  the  Circuit  Breaker  Division 
listed  on  the  back  of  this  pamphlet. 

WHAT  DO  YOU  MEAN  BY  DISABLED? 

A  disabled  person  is  defined  as  someone  (1) 
who  cannot  work  or  cannot  engage  in  any 
substantial  gainful  employment  because  of  a 
physical  or  mental  handicap  which  has  lasted 
or  is  expected  to  last  for  at  least  12  months  or 


(2)  who  has  a  certifiable  disability  under  the 
medical  criteria  established  by  the  Social 
Security  Administration. 

I’M  OVER  65,  BUT  MY  HUSBAND  IS  ONLY 
62.  CAN  WE  QUALIFY? 

If  either  spouse  is  65  or  over,  the  household 
may  qualify  for  a  grant.  But  even  if  both 
are  65  or  over,  only  one  grant  is  allowed  per 
household  —  and  the  income  of  both  the 
claimant  and  spouse  must  be  included  when 
determining  whether  the  household  income 
was  less  than  $12,000. 

WHAT  DO  YOU  MEAN  BY  “HOUSEHOLD”? 

Under  the  Circuit  Breaker  law,  a  “house¬ 
hold”  is  defined  as  “a  claimant  or  a  claimant 
and  spouse  living  together  in  the  same  resi¬ 
dence.”  This  means  that  a  husband  and  wife 
are  a  “household”  and  should  file  together. 

However,  a  brother  and  sister  or  other 
persons  sharing  a  home  would  be  considered 
two  separate  “households”  and  each  should  file 
separately.  (For  information  on  filing,  check 
the  instructions  in  the  Circuit  Breaker 
booklet.) 

WHAT  IS  INCLUDED  IN  HOUSEHOLD 
INCOME? 

Household  income  is  all  income  of  the 
claimant  or  claimant  and  spouse,  if  married, 
including  wages,  social  security  benefits, 
pensions,  interest  and  dividends,  unemploy¬ 
ment  compensation,  alimony,  and  net  income 
from  business  ventures. 

Not  included  are  gifts,  inheritances,  or 
lump  sum  insurance  payments. 

DO  I  HAVE  TO  OWN  MY  HOME  TO  QUAL¬ 
IFY  FOR  A  PROPERTY  TAX  REBATE? 

No.  You  can  qualify  if  you  rent  a  house  or 
apartment,  live  in  a  mobile  home,  or  reside  in  a 
nursing  home  or  shelter  care  home.  Check  the 
instructions  in  the  application  booklet. 


If  you  rent,  30  percent  of  your  annual  rent 
is  considered  property  tax. 

If  you  live  in  a  mobile  home,  the  mobile 
home  privilege  tax  is  considered  as  your 
property  tax. 

MY  AGE  AND  INCOME  QUALIFY  ME,  BUT 
I  LIVE  IN  PUBLIC  HOUSING,  WHICH  IS 
EXEMPT  FROM  PROPERTY  TAXES.  CAN  1 
GET  A  GRANT? 

You  wouldn’t  qualify  for  a  property  tax 
grant,  because  no  property  taxes  are  paid  on 
your  residence.  However,  you  may  qualify  for 
the  additional  grant. 

HOW  DO  I  APPLY? 

A  single  application  form  is  used  for  both 
grants.  You  may  obtain  it  and  any  additional 
information  you  need  by  writing  or  phoning 
one  of  the  agencies  listed  on  the  back  of  this 
brochure. 

IS  THERE  A  DEADLINE  FOR  APPLYING? 

YES.  Applications  for  rebates  of  taxes  paid 
in  1983  must  be  postmarked  on  or  before 
December  31,  1984. 

HOW  DO  I  FIGURE  MY  REBATE? 

You  don’t  have  to.  The  Circuit  Breaker 
Division  will  do  this  for  you.  A  chart  is  pro¬ 
vided  with  the  Circuit  Breaker  instruction 
booklet  to  show  approximately  what  your 
rebate  will  be. 

IF  A  PERSON  DIES  AFTER  APPLYING 
FOR  A  CIRCUIT  BREAKER  REBATE, 
CAN  HIS  OR  HER  HEIRS  RECEIVE  THE 
PAYMENT? 

Only  if  there  is  a  surviving  spouse  or  minor 
dependent  child  living  with  the  claimant  at 
the  time  the  claim  was  filed.  Other  heirs 
cannot  receive  payment. 


TAX  REBATES 

FOR  SENIOR  CITIZENS 

AND  DISABLED  PERSONS 


TO  QUALIFY,  YOU  MUST: 

•  Be  age  65  or  over  or  at  least  16  years  of 
age  and  totally  disabled. 

•  Have  an  annual  household  income  under 

$12,000. 

•  Be  an  Illinois  resident  at  the  time  the 
claim  is  filed. 

THE  BENEFITS  ARE: 

•  Up  to  $700  cash  rebate  for  property  taxes. 

•  $80  additional  grant. 
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FOR  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  AND 
FORMS: 

Illinois  Department  of  Revenue 

Write:  Circuit  Breaker  Division 
P.O.Box  3124 
Springfield,  IL.  62708 

Phone:  (217)782-6850 


Illinois  Department  on  Aging 

Write:  Aging 

42 1  East  Capitol 
Springfield,  IL  62706 


Lieutenant  Governor’s  Senior  Action  Center 

Phone  toll-free: 

1-800-252-6565 

I 

DIAL  (Disabled  Individuals  Assistance  Line) 

Phone  collect: 

(312)793-5000  » 

Forms  are  also  available  at  all  offices  of  the 
Illinois  Department  of  Revenue,  local  legis¬ 
lator’s  offices  and  senior  citizens  centers. 

Illinois  Department  of  Revenue  1 

¥ 

1500  South  Ninth  Street 
Springfiel(j,  Illinois  62708 
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